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Claim LISTING 

1 . (Cumen* ly Amended) A ground stake comprising: 

a shaft defining a shaft axis, the shaft fijrther comprising a penetration end shaped to 
facilitate forcing of the tbe-shaft into soil ftfi*^ driving end for driving the shaft into i\oi l and a 
midpoint halfway betv e en the penetration end and the driving end : 

an attachment portion adapted to securely fasten an object to the stake; 

a short vane defending outward from the shaft axis , with a majority of the sho; t vane 
situated between the pe aetration end and the midp oint, the short vane defining a backlill space 
between the short vane and the shaft axis; and 

wherein the sho t vane is effective in substantially resisting the removal of tlie shaft ftom 
soil into which it has be en driven. 

2. (Qrigina.) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the short vane is shapi^d so as to 
provide less resistance lo driving the shaft into soil than the resistance to the removal of the shaft 
from soiL 

I 3. (Current y Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wheiein the short vane lies io^a 

plane parallel to the shaft axis. 

4. (Origina: ) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the short vane lies m the same 
plane as the shaft axis. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the short vane comprises an 
insertion leading edge a id an extraction leading edge, 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 5 wherein: 
the insertion leading edge defines an insertion angle of attack; 

the extraction les ;ding edge defines an extraction angle of attac k that is less th ai-i ninety 
degrees : and 
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wherein the ins'srlion angle of attack is less than the extraction angle of attack. 

7. (Origins I) The apparatus of claim I. wherein the shaft comprises a wire rod. 

8. (Original) The a^)paratus of claim 1 wherein the short vane comprises a 
shaped wire rod. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the shaft and the shiW: vane are 
made from a single sha; )ed wire rod. 



1 0. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising at least one Jong vane 
having a short vane porioiL 

1 1 . (Current y Amended) A ground stake comprising: 

a shaft defining a shaft axis, the shaft fiirther comprising a penetration end shajjed to 
facilitate forcing of the jhaft into soil and a driving end for driving the shaft into soti; 
an attachment p)rtion adapted to securely fasten an object to the stake; 
a short vane depending outward from the shaft axis, wherein the short vane comprises an 
insertion leading edge aid an extraction leading edge and wherein: 

the inser ion leading edge defines an insertion angle of attack; 
the extra :tion leading edge defines an extraction angle of attac k that is less than 
ninety decrees : Mid 

wherein he insertion angl e of attack is less than the extraction atigle of attack; and 
wherein the short vane is effective in substantially resisting the removal of the ijhaft bom 
soil into which it has be ;n driven. 

1 2. (Original ) The apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein the shaft comprises a wire rod. 
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13. (Origins 1) The apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein the short vane comprises a 
shaped wire rod. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein the shaft and the short vane are 
made from a single shaped wire rod. 

1 5 . (Origina I) The apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein said short vane is mj ide from 
sheet metal. 

16. (New Claim) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein substantially alj of the short 
vane is situated between the penetration end and the midpoint. 

1 7. (New CI aim) The apparatus of claim 1 , ^>rfle^ein all of the short vane is situated 
between the pcnetratior end and the midpoint 
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